CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee
Approved Minutes

Tuesday, April 07, 2009





2:00 PM- 3:30 PM

4187 Smith Laboratory

ATTENDEES: Mumy, Breitenberger, Fredal, Harder, Soundarajan, Bitters, Pride, Severtis 
AGENDA:

1. Approve minutes from 3/16/09

· UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
2. Geography major revision- Environment and Society track

· On the horizon is an Interdisciplinary major in Environmental Sciences/Studies
· Possible options for the Subcommittee today:

· Ignore this track/no vote (Geog would still have their original track in People and Society)

· Approve this track
· SES has not concurred with the Env & Soc track, primarily based on name change
· The track itself has changed names, and a change in structure

· Substantive changes in curricular track: looks a little more restrictive in terms of student choice but actually there is more flexibility in this new track but it is a more structured flexibility; the change seems oriented to guaranteeing a breadth of knowledge; under Phys Geog, for instance, there is a choice between 2 or 3 choices, and the dept went to some effort to look at the contents of each course to fit into these categories
MOTION TO APPROVE CURRICULAR TRACK CHANGE AS PROPOSED- Harder, Soundarajan- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED

MOTION TO APPROVE NAME TRACK CHANGE AS PROPOSED- Harder, Fredal- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
3. Geography 420

· Revision has not been rec’d- course will not appear before Subcommittee today
4. ENR 347

· Here to vet for Social Diversity in the US status
· Non-concurrence from Comparative Studies regarding curricular ownership of religious studies

· The comp studies courses laid out in the letter from Eugene Holland (and a Soc of Religion course) indicate that either they have some prereqs (that general students could not take) or the courses do not cover the religious topics proposed in 347; and even the courses listed are broader than the scope of 347; Soc of Religion course (467) focuses on religion as influenced by race, gender and social class

· The Committee focused on the syllabus relative to the social diversity GEC status of this course
· The learning outcomes of Social Diversity indicate “Courses in social diversity foster students’ understanding of the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States.:

· 1. Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.

· 2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.”

· Thus, religion the sole institution being covered in this course, which is not adequate for a GEC course in social diversity.

· Sexual, racial, ethnic, and class diversity are not covered.  Also, the course does not address institutional stratification or pluralism and is too narrowly  focused for Diversity GEC
· Syllabus focused heavily on Christianity as it related to environmentalism.
MOTION TO NOT APPROVE THIS COURSE AS A SOCIAL DIVERSITY GEC-

Breitenberger, Fredal- UNANIMOUSLY SENT BACK
5. Sociology minor revision

· This was sent back previously, revolving around the issue of Soc 101 as an elective
· Their response is that 20 of the 25 hrs will be non-100 level coursework
· Basic substance: no complaints here regarding that

· Does the response satisfy the committee?

· Some sense of false advertising here: if you take 101 you still need to have 5 courses beyond that 
· In soc strat & ineq: that is 25 hrs without 101

· By faculty rule, depts. cannot use 101 as an elective in the minor

MOTION TO APPROVE WITH CONTINGENCY: 101 not be included as an elective or a requirement in any minor- could be a prereq to the minor but cannot count it (could recommend it), and as it goes forth the proposal must remove the statement that it will not increase the credit hours for the minor- Harder, Fredal- UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
6. ENR 367.02

· Much like the 347 course with more writing

· Asking for Soc Diversity GEC status
· Rejected for reasons given for 347.  It does not meet the requirements for social diversity in the US, as stated above in 347

MOTION TO NOT APPROVE THIS COURSE AS A SOCIAL DIVERSITY GEC- Harder, Breitenberger- UNANIMOUSLY SENT BACK
7. Math major revision (did not appear- time)
8. Education Teaching & Learning 559 (did not appear- time)
